History of Blue Mountain
Community Church,
Part 1a

January 3, 1981 to 2000



1979 - Rick and Nancy
moved back to PA from CA

(o

e Graduated Fuller Seminary in
Pasadena CA

e Pastored denominational
church for one year in triple
parish Lehighton, Parryville and
Bowmanstown

e Denomination and Rick
mutually agreed he didn’t fit
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yin home le—yourself’ pr()]ut
 Rick and Nancy lived in a B
camper and tent while building

a log house in the woods

* They started a Bible study in a
neighbors home July 1980

jor undertaking, ut

* Nov. 1980 - God told Rick to _
start a church - disbanded biblgg I ™ Bk

how much we
attempting,” said

’ | Afte they ;\Vc‘q.uir('d 22

of wooded land in
ramensing 1 '

' ction, anc

wanted to build a

They had neither

/ nor experience, yet,

e Put ad in paper for first service § . AReobitn i B

we
thought it wouldn’t be as

, : : e | oy difficult as most. We got the
er - o e 3408 ‘ Y .. plans from a Rodale book
Ricl . >k . : /S e that we bought on sale for
Januar 3 1 981 e B AT 51 <aid Rick, who credits
y y : : rther com ! » 2 / Vi 4 = Rodale books with
| J : “teaching me a lot that I
didn’t know.”
Working with the original
Rodale plan, Rick modified
it to fit his family’s in-
dividual needs. They built
the log cabin home with the
~ g ; ‘“‘open space concept’” so
[ , . A e b, £ V / TN <+« . thatoneroom flows into the
001s or money to spare, he 4 ' Sy e P / other. Large, wooden ceil-
dic. have pienty of friends " st _oaag S v ﬁ : ™ ing beams and wooden
]:’:"d P’“h:‘;;)“ }fl.\j;,llj,:r"f‘ "I‘r’ COZY COMFORT — Relaxing inside their 11-room log cabin home are Rick and Paneling, all made with
soclBd . that 'v*."r,r‘m‘:'(:r I Nancy Collins, rhelrldoughfers, Kr/'sf/‘ and Courtney, and Rick's parents, Donald g:le[by f;%lé\ ttoh?hgoclggsn%rno;
needed help, someone ap and Anna Mae Collins. Although it is not quite finished, the home is already exterior of the mm-si
drawing many visitors who marvel at the unusual construction. ;

e Ak Continued on Page 7
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1981-82

First service held Iin
Bowmanstown cottage - 18
adults and 11 children

Outgrew cottage quickly - went
to Palmerton Borough Hall -

Moved to Hutz’s bar on Lehigh
Street

Built first church building on
Rick and Nancy’s property
summer of 1982 - now our
lobby, offices, kitchen,
welcome room & bathrooms




e Church grew to 150 in
attendance, three services

e 1985

* Rick & Nancy gift land to the
church

e Started Christian school -
church broke up - went down to
50

Although the church is not yet complete, spiritualism flows

* Pastor Rick did a 30 day fast
and came back with direction
from the Lord to build a bigger
sanctuary



1986-8€

With faith and commitment, a church 115€

“crew’’ was made up

CHURCH Lo serve God,"’ s;

Continued from Page 1 A requiremen

and one heart for an important Ship at Sonlife
i tood silhouetted According to the crane their attitude as well from all walks of life, ©f people go’?ll{”t : gercnonstrate e
ATTIE MIH \ yuil y SLo0( s CLLe £ as . = al i o 10 p
sl e \I.‘T‘h rld o l‘ vllltﬁrwt‘ autumn sky. operator, it would normally take “I never saw a group 0! | B Of tthhe dl;)z'(ig's of people work- 60’ t;iy gg%?l ';tsfltlké‘tzu?‘g”?}g% Of'iﬁ rrfin(;gt“n.g part
' "“A crane operator who watched  a professional building crew at work together so .\’wll‘ 4 mgf on aria t‘;lairlln project, onl serve as 2 SaBaiiae r:is— “Ministry is
the workers was impressed with least 11 hours to raise the have fun at the sam a lew 2id the Rev I‘ﬁcioélSt!juc- sionary training facilit? gyrfl- other people,” s:
see what’s  their speed and diligence. “I see trusses. It took the crew at Stenger observed. P tlont, SofSOnlifeC}iurch ollins, nasium and a] purpose room who has an o
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R ! said, “but I never see workers “I've been working on con- wasn’t motvlvated ! h:, . Hovx; f er:,h T gty set a call a five year old building old, church to wor
's making as efficient as this.” struction crews for 12 years. I've They weren’t pushing B recorc thor frgmgzlve ;( took toll is too small to accommadate Ministries.
| at the Indeed, the scene at Sonlife never worked on one like this, time pay or m(‘onf_l}‘- o ere(th? € Ork of the e crowds that come each “Some work
hurch. It’s love and  looked like an Amish barnrais- said Walter T. Stenger, as he No one on the WON\‘ I Ch‘l}TC ¢ tivation,” said Week. “Each week, it's a case of SOme have
) ing. There was an intensity worked along with the others. paid for their lah_mwi ’I.‘helrur_not;]v. l(in, sfal léev. standing room onl)}. We've been Ministry: othe
on a recent chilly day, about the work, but there was What impressed the crane many had to .takf‘ “H:im» < Collins, lsork?r:r \:')i‘t,]? or God. averaging at leas( 139 people families. Eve
of “‘construction  also a singleness of purpose and operator, Stenger, and the other their regular jobs to They.are w g one mind
d pounded, a comradery that was reminis- tradesmen who delivered sup-

. : each week in a church that can in Some way,” :
According  to the =, hold a maxi 3 »  who believes pt
work until  cent of the spirit that surrounds plies was not only the speed and operator, he was Surp’ 7 See CHURCH Page 10 said the pasltr(r)lgm of 130 people, find fulfillment
a new church  an Amish barnraising. efficiency of workers — it was learn the highly :
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e New sanctuary built debt free
by congregation

e Jen Blose baptized

o Cliff Eckhart baptized

The new church, with seating
for around 300 people, will solve
the overcrowding problem.

nen Rev. Collins started
Sonlife Church in 1981 in his

small Bowmanstown cottage,
there were 16 adults and 11
children.

_‘We asked the Lord to pro-
vide,” said Rey. Collins, who
watched his congregation
outgrow the cottage, a meeting
room at Palmerton Borough

Hall, and later, a smalj facility
in Palmerton.

Involved at the time in
building a log cabin for his fami-
ly, Rev. Collins wasn’t anxious
to tackle a church building pro-
ject at the same time,

“1 told the Lord, if a church
was to be built, He would have to
do it, if that was His will,” said
Rev. Collins. “Ever since, he’s
brought people.”

So many people, in fact, that
the church soon had standing
room only for each Sunday ser-
vice.

But, Rev. Collins wasn’t in-
terested in “numbers.” He
wasn’t concerned with how
many people came to church,
His concern was about the com-
mitment of those who came.

“Church membership means

€4 more than paying dues and go-

ing to church on Sunday. It in-

olves a total commitment. Peo-
ple with a true love for God want

others.

While other
they see people
life anxious fc
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the commitme
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EPRORISR SO

OF LOVE — It looked like an Amish barnraising recently at Sonlife Full
rch, Palmerton R. 1. In record breaking time, dozens of volunteers erec-

ted the trusses for a new missionary building. The ghurch facility is bein

g built by
faith, free of mortgage or debt. (Pattie Mihalik/TNJ







