
History of Blue Mountain 
Community Church,  

Part 1a
January 3, 1981 to 2000



1979 - Rick and Nancy 
moved back to PA from CA

• Graduated Fuller Seminary in 
Pasadena CA


• Pastored denominational 
church for one year in triple 
parish Lehighton, Parryville and 
Bowmanstown


• Denomination and Rick 
mutually agreed he didn’t fit



1980-81
• Rick and Nancy lived in a 

camper and tent while building 
a log house in the woods


• They started a Bible study in a 
neighbors home July 1980


• Nov. 1980 - God told Rick to 
start a church - disbanded bible 
study


• Put ad in paper for first service 
January 3, 1981







1981-82
• First service held in 

Bowmanstown cottage - 18 
adults and 11 children


• Outgrew cottage quickly - went 
to Palmerton Borough Hall -


• Moved to Hutz’s bar  on Lehigh 
Street


• Built first church building on 
Rick and Nancy’s property 
summer of 1982 - now our 
lobby, offices, kitchen, 
welcome room & bathrooms



1982 - 85
• Church grew to 150 in 

attendance, three services


• 1985


• Rick & Nancy gift land to the 
church


• Started Christian school - 
church broke up - went down to 
50


• Pastor Rick did a 30 day fast 
and came back with direction 
from the Lord to build a bigger 
sanctuary



1986-89

• New sanctuary built debt free 
by congregation


• Jen Blose baptized


• Cliff Eckhart baptized



Jen’s 
baptism 

1986

Cliff’s 
baptism 

1987


